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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Woodland Trust Scotland 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those 
for a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, 
provide a comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in 
Scotland? 

The principles of sustainable development do provide a comprehensive framework for an 
effective green recovery in Scotland. The Trust also welcomes the UK CCC’s principles but 
notes that these are heavily focused on climate and carbon storage and miss ways to 
address the nature crisis. The First Minister has declared a climate emergency, but she has 
also stated that the nature crisis is as important as the climate emergency. A 
comprehensive framework, which we must not miss the opportunity to deliver via a green 
recovery now, should address the current health and economic crisis, and also not miss the 
imperatives of net-zero targets and achieving nature’s recovery.  

The Trust agrees that a comprehensive framework must deliver policies and proposals that 
are quantifiable and reportable and that meet these five tests developed by Scottish 
Environment LINK: 

1. Every individual policy/action adopted must be based on sound evidence, must not 
increase carbon emissions, must not damage nature and must not harm social 
wellbeing.  

Green recovery policies, taken together as a package, must ensure these additional four 
tests are met, while each individual policy/action must contribute to at least one of:  

2. Reduce pollution;  

3. Improve adaptation to climate change and reach net zero by 2045;  

4. Secure sustainable consumption of natural resources;  

5. Improve biodiversity and ecosystem services. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Investment in this sector is vital in a green recovery if it is the right kind of investment that 
support quality and quantify targets and also invests in looking after existing native 
woodlands. The key barriers within the forestry sector are of course financial barriers to 
delivering all the actions that we believe would facilitate a green recovery, but there are also 
policy barriers. Forestry policy is focussed on carbon targets but to address the nature and 
climate crisis, the focus of forestry policy should be on enhancing biodiversity as much as it 
is on carbon sequestration.  For example, the forestry grant scheme budget needs to be 
increased to meet Scotland’s increasing woodland creation targets but also to facilitate 
adequate management of native woodland which is an area that is largely neglected by the 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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current grant schemes. A WWF Scotland study1 shows that government funding for the 
Forestry Grant Scheme also needs to increase to £60m-70m per year in the early 2020s to 
support activity in line with the net-zero pathway and biodiversity targets.  The funding in 
the forestry grant scheme pot as well as the scheme requirements themselves need to 
facilitate native woodland restoration and adequate management, as well as increased 
native woodland creation. Scotland is falling behind with native woodland restoration targets 
as shown by the Progress Report to Parliament on the Biodiversity Strategy2. Investment in 
native woodland restoration would provide jobs in rural areas as well as make a significant 
contribution to native woodland restoration targets set in the Biodiversity Strategy.  

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

The Woodland Trust has identified the following green recovery opportunities based on 
actions that can deliver on our nature and carbon targets as well as create job 
opportunities:  

Effective deer management: The report from the Independent Deer Working Group 
informed the Scottish Government that forestry, climate and biodiversity targets cannot be 
met under the current deer management system.  In the green recovery context below are 
some of the reasons that Scottish Environment LINK3 has identified as reasons to address 
negative impacts of deer browsing and the current deer management system which is 
under-delivering for people and nature: more rural jobs, reduced rural inequality, cuts in 
greenhouse gasses and a stronger venison industry.  

Tackling invasive rhododendron ponticum: Rhododendron ponticum infestation is one of 
the causes in woodland condition decline, and is most prevalent on the west coast. The 
good news is that such clearance would require a significant workforce and would have 
tangible impact on woodland biodiversity, particularly for Scotland’s rainforest, a globally 
important habitat found on the west coast. It is estimated that clearing one hectare of 
rhododendron would require between 17 to 35 work days so the potential for job creation 
here is huge. There is a lot of variation here, including the technique used, slope( a really 
big influence) and size of rhododendron bushes. The estimated work days do not include 
the development time taken (survey the stuff & establish a landscape scale project with 
owner buy in), nor follow up work (re-treatment & monitoring). 

Rhododendron is particular issue for Scotland’s west coast. Scottish Government policy 
support and investment in the ‘Saving Scotland’s Rainforest’4 project which covers the 
Argyll and Bute and Highland areas would facilitate significant environmental restoration 
and create jobs. 

Nursery sector employment if all trees were Scotland and UK sourced and grown: 
Imported trees are a concern from a biosecurity perspective. As our woodland creation 

                                            
1 https://www.wwf.org.uk/sites/default/files/2019-10/WWF_Report_VIVID_Climate_2019_web.pdf  
2 Scottish Biodiversity Strategy Report to Parliament 2017 – 2019, 
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/progress-report/2020/06/scottish-
biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-2017-2019/documents/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-
2017-2019/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-2017-2019/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-
biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-2017-2019.pdf  
 
3 Managing Deer for Climate, Conservation and Communities: https://www.scotlink.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/01/Managing-Deer-for-climate-communities-and-conservation-2.pdf  
4 https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2019/05/scotland-rainforest/  

https://www.wwf.org.uk/sites/default/files/2019-10/WWF_Report_VIVID_Climate_2019_web.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/progress-report/2020/06/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-2017-2019/documents/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-2017-2019/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-2017-2019/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-2017-2019.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/progress-report/2020/06/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-2017-2019/documents/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-2017-2019/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-2017-2019/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-2017-2019.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/progress-report/2020/06/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-2017-2019/documents/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-2017-2019/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-2017-2019/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-2017-2019.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/progress-report/2020/06/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-2017-2019/documents/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-2017-2019/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-2017-2019/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-report-parliament-2017-2019.pdf
https://www.scotlink.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Managing-Deer-for-climate-communities-and-conservation-2.pdf
https://www.scotlink.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Managing-Deer-for-climate-communities-and-conservation-2.pdf
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targets increase we need to ensure that the trees we plant are UK sourced and grown to 
minimize biosecurity risk. Growing more trees locally would help expand nursery 
businesses and create employment opportunities. The 2015 study on the economic 
contribution of the forestry sector to Scotland showed that forest management which 
includes the nursery sector is shown as one of the areas where the number of FTE is 
relatively high with 2,926FTE out of which 1,701 FTE directly employed in that sector 
estimated in 2012/13 and a £92.8m contribution to GVA.  However, data on the nursery 
sector is not presented separately in that report so the direct employment in that sector is 
not presented here but may be available elsewhere.  

Support for small scale woodland related business: In Scotland’s rural areas, 
particularly in Aberdeenshire, Argyll & Bute, Dumfries & Galloway, Highland, Perth & 
Kinross and the Scottish Borders, small scale woodland related businesses are important. 
The activities carried out by these businesses include: community woodland ownership, 
harvesting of non-timber forest products such as mushrooms, and timber processors. A 
study by the Forest Policy Group from 20185 identified the overall total number of people 
connected with small-scale woodland related activities could be about 6,255 people whose 
income and local spend amounts to an estimated £69.8 million per annum in Scotland. 
Green recovery and just transition support measures should include support for woodland 
related micro-businesses given the fragile nature of the economies in rural areas and the 
significance this sector has in those areas.  

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a 
green and sustainable recovery? 

The budget should set a clear focus on what will be invested in order to help Scotland 
meets its climate and nature targets. The Trust believes that in terms of impact, funding for 
native woodland expansion and restoration is essential to meeting those targets and would 
make a big impact on the state of our woods and trees and what ecosystem services and 
employment opportunities they offer us intern. At the same, the budget must also ensure 
that priority items for funding work do not undermine each other (for example investing in 
woodland expansion to absorb carbon while at the same time funding high-carbon emitting 
sectors without a transition plan to net-zero).    

New Zealand’s announcement earlier this year6 that it will invest $1.1 billion to create 
11,000 environment jobs is very inspiring and shows what is possible. The Scottish 
Government should follow suit.  

Funding for biodiversity has been shown as one of the biodiversity-related targets that is 
seeing a negative trend. We know that not enough investment has been made in Scottish 
biodiversity targets related to native woodland condition and that these areas will require 
sustained effort. This effort should also include adequate budget and policy support. The 
Trust does not have a figure estimate of the specific additional funding that would be 
required in this area.  We believe that investment in improving the condition of native 
woodlands, alongside native woodland expansion, would contribute to Scotland’s nature 
targets which are currently not being met as well as create valuable job opportunities.  

                                            
5 Estimating the Size of the Economic Contribution of Small Scale Woodland Related Businesses in Scotland, 
http://www.forestpolicygroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Economic-Contribution-of-Small-Scale-
Woodland-Related-Businesses-FPG-Paper.pdf  
6 https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/media-releases/2020-media-releases/investment-to-create-11000-
environment-jobs-in-our-regions/  
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